With a Song and a Sword 

Ps 149:1-9 Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of the godly! 2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! 3 Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and lyre! 4 For the Lord  takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with salvation. 5 Let the godly exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their beds. 6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, 7 to execute vengeance on the nations and punishments on the peoples, 8 to bind their kings with chains and their nobles with fetters of iron, 9 to execute on them the judgment written!  This is honor for all his godly ones.  Praise the Lord! ESV

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

The book of Psalms is a collection of songs that were sung throughout Israel’s history.  It’s simply a big, vast songbook.  And the Psalm of our text, the 149th, comes down to us as a song of new beginnings.  As Psalms go, it is one of the newer ones:  it is generally believed to be written and first sung when Israel was leaving the captivity of Babylon and returning to their homeland and this chorus became the refrain of pilgrims leaving bondage and turning back to serving the true God of glory with all of their hearts.  Later, between the Testaments, when the Jewish people threw off the remnants of Grecian rule, this song again became the focal chorus of their services and the ditty of their worship.  Like that song that gets stuck in your head and is still there when you wake up in the morning and that becomes your day long track of living, so was this song the refrain for a people who were intent on serving God with all of their hearts.

That means that this song is a song of revival.  Still today, it is recorded for us to be a song for people who have a made up mind to seek God and find Him; to live pleasing to Him in every way.  It is the theme of those who want to do things His way and who want to commit everything to God Almighty.  This song should be the soundtrack of the redeemed, the song of the saved, the chorus of those who everyday want to put God in first place.  Anybody here feel this way?  Does any of that apply to anyone here?  Then this song merits special attention from you!  

It is not a complex song; the song is of two parts with verse 6 serving as the key thought and the point of divide.  Let me read that verse to you yet again with the aim that before you leave here today it would become the song of your heart:

Ps 149:6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, ESV

This is the psalm in a nutshell.  Those who would turn to God and who would try to serve Him with all of their hearts must have two things with them on their journey if they are to be successful.  First, God’s people must have “the high praises of God in their throats” and then they must also possess, “two-edged swords in their hands.”  High praises and two-edged swords are then a necessity for God’s people.  The first five verses are about the first thing that we must have, telling us what high praises are, and the final two verses after verse six quickly tell us what we must do with the second thing, the sword.  The scriptural psalms have no official titles, but we can give this 149th chapter one easily.  The theme is verse six:  for God’s people to have high praise and a two-edged sword.  So we must go forth – and here’s your catchy title – “with a song and a sword.”  

The song, denoting praise and “high praise” is easy enough to grasp to us in this present age, but what of the two-edged sword; what does that translate to mean here in modern times?  Fortunately, we do not have to guess at how it applies to us, because our text from the book of Hebrews clearly told us:

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. ESV

The Word of God is our “two-edged sword” today and much more effective than a metal blade!  And so let us again return to that key verse of our psalm and realize that the message is just as relevant to us today as it was when it was first composed or sung.  This psalm is still the will of God for His people.  Do you desire to serve God and are you in the number of those who want to please God Almighty and develop a relationship with Him?  Then this verse is still your command:

Ps 149:6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, ESV

Peanut butter and jelly, salt and pepper, crawfish and a Cajun – some things just go together like a hand and a glove and if we as the people of God are to be victorious as God desires for us to be and if we are to seek and live for God with all of our heart and if we are to make it to heaven in the end after this journey that we call life, we must have these two things present together in our life!  That is, we need a song and a sword; high praises and the Scriptures activated in our life; Worship and the Word!  If you want to please God, you will have to have both of these things present and active in your life.  And each will have to be made your own!  The high praises of God must be in your throat and the two-edged sword of the Word of God must be in your hands.  If you are to be saved, if you are to truly be a child of God, you must get a revelation of your personal need for praise and scripture.  The command of God even today is for you to go forth with a song and a sword!  

_______________________________________________________________________   

Let us begin with the first part and focus on the song portion.  Let’s begin as this scripture did, with praise.  First, let me point out that it is no accident that praise is first before the sword of the word of God, but such is a divine order of things, because in the kingdom of God:

Praise preludes the Word.

It is true in this psalm and it has been true in the oldest times.  Even in Moses’ days, when Israel began to move forward, the tribe of Judah went first and nobody moved until Judah had moved.  The name, “Judah,” means “praise.”  In the 2nd chapter of Numbers we find the order that the Israelites moved out from camp and the scripture is clear that Judah was always to go first.  And only after Judah, did the Levites and the Tabernacle and the ark which held the Commandments of the Word of God begin to move. Catch it:  before the men of God could move forward, before the people of God could respond, before the Word of God could set out, first Judah had to go forth.  Praise had to lead the way!  

It is no accident or some tradition of man that in our services we first have praise and then later the prayer and then later the man of God ministers the Word.  Because a people who have not glorified God and magnified Him above their situations are not in any shape to call upon heaven and get an answer.  And people who have not lifted up God and praised Him with a pure heart are not in any frame of mind to receive the Word of God and to receive what it comes to do in their life!  Praise sets the stage for the Spirit of God to move, it gets everything ready so that the man of God can minister as it should be.  And nothing can move and nothing can change and nobody can go forward until Judah – praise – has first gone up!  Praise preludes the Word.  It is also true that:

Praise preludes God’s Presence.  

Psalms 22:3 tells us what God inhabits or, if you prefer the newer translations, what God sets up His throne in so that He can act and do a great work, and the scripture tells us clearly that God inhabits, or sets up His throne to work in praise.  The scripture never says that God inhabits and shows up in response to religious rituals.  The scripture never says that God inhabits big church buildings or cathedrals.  The scripture never says that God inhabits form or tradition or that He responds to certain words on a church sign or steeples.  The scripture never says that God responds or automatically becomes enthroned to work in response to great crowds.  But rather God inhabits the praises of those who are serving and worshipping Him!  It can be just two or three, but if you call on the name of Jesus and praise Him, He will show up!  The Bible also doesn’t say that God dwells in the midst of great preaching.  Let those who are called of God to minister the Word give Him their best, but without praise first going up and the presence of God moving into a place and a life, the greatest oratory and the deepest scriptural thought presented with the greatest delivery will be powerless and empty.  We must have the presence of God working in our lives for His Word to be effective and praise is what ushers in God’s presence into a service; into a life; into anything!  

When King Solomon built the magnificent temple of the Lord – a building in which he spared no expense, and the likes of which haven’t been seen since – it wasn’t the finery and the crowds and the gold and silver and the sacrifices that God responded to and sent His glory, but rather the praise.  The scriptures read:

2 Chron 5:13-14 The trumpeters and singers performed together in unison to praise and give thanks to the Lord. Accompanied by trumpets, cymbals, and other instruments, they raised their voices and praised the Lord with these words: "He is good! His faithful love endures forever!" At that moment a thick cloud filled the Temple of the Lord. 14 The priests could not continue their service because of the cloud, for the glorious presence of the Lord filled the Temple of God. NLTse

God wasn’t impressed with the building or even the prayers that were offered up to that point.  He wasn’t impressed with the numerous sacrifices that were given.  He did not automatically respond to the people just showing up to service that day or their fasting that they had been doing before they got there.  But when the praises of God began to go forth and the music played and praise was found in the throats of His people, then the glorious presence of the Lord filled the place!

You must have praise if you want God’s presence!  There simply is no substitute for praising God!  I can have the greatest sermon that fits specifically what you want to hear, and you can have fasted 8 days this week and prayed 18 hours each day and we can have this place so filled that we have to knock out a wall and put people on the floor and we can bring great offerings and all of us clean out our savings accounts and place them in the offering and yet if we do not take time and effort to truly praise God, then His presence would still not be here!  Praise preludes the Presence of God and we’ve got to have it!  And furthermore note a third truth in this regard and that is that:

Praise preludes Power.

Before Jericho’s wall fell down, praise first went up in the throats of the people of God in the form of a mighty shout!  In many cases we find this to be true.  Once, when the king of Judah was greatly outnumbered, instead of sending his army to fight, he got together his singers and musicians and told them to “praise the Lord” and we find:

2 Chron 20:22 As soon as they started shouting and praising, God set ambushes against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir as they were attacking Judah, and they all ended up dead. THE MESSAGE

That is, when the people of God, praised God, the power of God fell in their situation and fought for them!  Another time when the people came to Elisha for a word from God, he called in a musician and when the praise began to go forth, then God gave the word to the man of God for the people.  If you want the power of God; if you want the Word of God to be active and powerful in your life, then you must have praise!  

Show me a situation – whether it be a church, a group, a dilemma, or an individual – who does not have the presence of God present and moving in their life, who struggles with the Word of God governing their actions, and who has no power of God active in their everyday living and you will also find that all of this is because there is something else lacking:  praise and the revelation of it!  You cannot – you cannot! – make it living for God and be pleasing to God and be an overcomer of the things that come against you without being a praiser!  Let the first commandment of this Psalm – it starts out with “Praise the Lord!” – let that be in the throats of every child of God!  It is a necessity!  You will never be victorious until praise is a part of your life and until it springs from your being!  

______________________________________________________________________  

Before we move on to the second part of the psalm, let me point out that the commandment is not just for “any old praise” but rather “let the high praises of God be in their throats.”  The commandment is for a specific kind of praise; God wants high praises!  Now you can understand why the song starts out with five verses detailing praise, and that is because the first five verses of this psalm are telling us what high praise is.  Did you catch that?  If you want to give God more than ordinary praise; if you want to give Him “high praise,” then the first five verses of this psalm are what constitutes such “high praise.”  I’ll move quickly; stay with me:

High praises includes the singing of new songs.

That’s what verse 1 tells us.  “Sing to the Lord a new song!”  I think that such a command is true in the literal sense – if a church sings nothing but old, traditional hymns then the tendency is for people to sing them out of ritual and for the singing of the songs to be detached from their heart.  I’ve seen praise services like this where the songs were so familiar and had been sang so many times that people could sing the words from memory and yet have their minds far away from what they were singing.  

But there is more to this command than just singing a newly written song.  Take a gander through the book of psalms and you will quickly realize that Israel wrote their songs about what had happened to them.  Old songs were singing and praising for what God did a long time ago.  For them to be able to sing a new song, it meant that they were excited and exuberant about what God was doing now in the present!

We should always be thankful for what God did for us back yonder, but high praises is a renewed excitement and expectancy of what God is doing now in my life!  High praises are praises combined with faith and expectation of God doing great and powerful things today!  And so high praises are faith-filled and precede the power and action that you are expecting.  High praises is no longer singing the song of Moses about what God did way back at the Red Sea, but now I’m going to praise God for this wall that is about to crumble in my life!  High praises is a new song with new faith for a new victory!  You cannot be looking backward and wallowing in the past and sing high praises!  

There’s something else here in this first verse:

High praises includes praising in assembly.

The scripture reads, to sing “His praise in the assembly of the godly!”  You can praise God by yourself, but you cannot truly have “high praises” by yourself, because “high praises,” involves coming to church and the assembling of yourself together with other believers and praising together!  In almost every example that I gave in the first part of this message, the power, presence, and Word of God went forth after a group of people had praised together!  God’s moves the greatest when high praises go forth and you cannot give Him high praises sitting at home!  

We can move to verse 2, where we find that:

High praises focus on God directly.

Ps 149:2 Let Israel be glad in his Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King! ESV     

High praises are not just focused on your problem or how great God is compared to what you want Him to do.  High praises focuses on His identity and magnifies Him for who He is!  They were commanded to be glad in their Creator and to rejoice in their King!  High praise was simply saying, “God, I’ve got a revelation of who you really are and I need no other reason to praise you!”  

“Low praise” praises God according to “what you have done for me lately.”  But high praises needs no recent miracle to give God tremendous glory, because high praise gets beyond what you see are currently experiencing and what your life is doing and gets beyond “you, you, you,” and high praises focus on “Him, Him, Him!”  When you get to the point where you are not just excited because of what He can do for you but the revelation of truly how great a God He is hits you to the point that you’ve just got to give Him the most worthy praise simply because you know Him, you’ve reached the level of highest praise!  And this is what God wants from His children; this is what we must have if we are to be victorious:  “let the high praises of God be in their throats!”  

We move forward in the scripture and – oh! – I hope some of you are ready for this.  Can I burst your preconceived ideas with the truth of God’s Word?  Look at verse 3 and you will find that:

High praises includes musical instruments and exuberant personal actions!

Specifically, the verse says:

Ps 149:3 Let them praise his name with dancing, making melody to him with tambourine and lyre! ESV   

High praises is not singing only.  But high praises involves dancing and music made with a wide range of instruments.  The lyre was stringed instruments, the forerunners to our modern guitars and pianos and such.  The tambourine is, well, the forerunner of our drums.  And tambourines don’t go well with slower songs.  There’s nothing wrong with slower songs, but what the psalmist is getting at here is that high praises involves exuberant, passion-filled, actions such as clapping your hands and dancing and music that is not always quiet and calm.  It’s not only okay to dance before the Lord with rhythm, such things are in fact a vital part of high praises!  

Let me go there:  some people think it strange for a church to have such worship and passion-filled music and praise with cymbals and dancing and such and some people find such things uncomfortable.  But realize that God thinks it strange for a church to have worship without passion-filled music and loud, exuberant praise and dancing and such, and God is uncomfortable in a church where such things are not found.  Because that means that high praises are not being found in that assembly.  

Don’t take me wrong, I know that sometimes the slower song is appropriate and we need to come to a place of worship and that we must follow the leading of the Spirit.  But the truth is that more than people being comfortable in our services, I want God comfortable in our services.  And the same people that will criticize exuberant and loud praise in a church will scream their heads off for the Cowboys or the Spurs or the rodeo or when they win $5 from their twentieth lottery scratch off, or when the dog messes on the rug or when someone cuts them off in traffic and then they come to church and claim to be in love with a God who has done such great things as forgive their sins and die for them (!) and yet their response to this is just a yawn and a hymn!?  Are you kidding?  That’s not the high praise that God craves!  And look at the next verse, what is said right after dancing and music and such is mentioned:

Ps 149:4 For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; he adorns the humble with salvation. ESV  

When you are willing to get past your personality, pride, or man-made traditions and give God high praises, then know that God takes pleasure in that and He responds to that!  It is no accident that the writer says here, “He adorns the humble with salvation.”  Because when people have issues with outward, action-oriented praise, the real issue is always that of personal pride.  They are too worried about upholding their so-called image to get lost in praise to a God.  They are more worried about what others might think than what God thinks.  They are more concerned with their presentation than they are about His presence!  And so those who will give God the high praises of being exuberant in their worship are actually humbling themselves!  

In Biblical days, every procession of celebration was led by a “buffoon,” a person who celebrated extravagantly and crazily with wild dancing and cavorting, and traditionally a slave was secured to perform this role.  In the Bible, when David organized a procession to usher in God’s presence back into Jerusalem, it was King David, himself, who took off his royal robes and took on the role of the buffoon, leading the procession, and dancing and shouting and worshipping extravagantly and crazily in front of all of the people.  David understood high praises.  I’m not saying that you’ve got to dance like a buffoon to praise God, but I am saying that you have only given Him the highest praise when you have lost your pride and your position and have humbled yourself to the level of the lowest in His sight.  Pride puffs up and exalts but high praise is involved with humility and surrender and submission.  When we can take off our robes of who we are and where we rank in society and life and lose it all to freely praise God, then we have given Him what He desires!  High praise – getting beyond worried about what others think and focused on His presence – God delights in such things!  

And notice verse five, the last verse about high praise.  It reads:

Ps 149:5 Let the godly exult in glory; let them sing for joy on their beds. ESV  

“On their beds” refers to the last thing that they do at night before sleep.  That is to say:

High praises never stop.

What begins at the house of God in the assembly with other saints does not cease when church is over.  For you to give God high praises, you must exalt Him and focus on Him throughout the evening after this service is over.  Your exaltation and submission to Him must be present on Monday as well as Sunday.  And from rising sun to when you close your eyes on your bed at night, the song of high praises must continue.  I’m not saying to go to work tomorrow dancing around like a buffoon, but rather that you must complete each task of life and face each secular day with the same God-consciousness and God-centeredness as you did this service.  If you fulfill all of the other verses and come to church and usher in God’s presence with true, humble, praise and yet such submission and reverence and glory stops when the service ends and you go to living by some other mindset, then you did not really have “high praises.”  High praises continues on and on and becomes a lifestyle!  

________________________________________________________________________  

I close this message by focusing on the second part of the psalm.  We have focused most of the message on the high praises and rightfully so because the psalm itself gives the majority of its verses to that subject.  But remember that there is something else that you must have with your praise in order to be victorious at living for God.  The key verse says:

Ps 149:6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, ESV

“And two-edged swords in their hands!”  Along with the high praises of God, we need the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God active in our life!  Along with the song of praise, we need the Sword of God!  Grasp quickly the truths presented here:

To be victorious in God we will have to fight some things.

Living for God is not all praise and glory but there is a very real side where things that would exalt themselves against God must be confronted and dealt with.  And, if you seek out to live for God with all your heart, you will have opposition.  You will have to live for God despite some people and despite some circumstances and despite some things.  And you will have to fight to maintain your place in His presence and power that your praise ushered you into.  

We do not fight literal battles against flesh and blood with swords of metal as in Biblical times, but rather the Apostle Paul told us that our battle was against “principalities” and in spiritual things.  Our war is with temptations and persecutions and with a devil that would with everything in him try to get us to believe a lie and give up and be damned.  Our war will be with our flesh and with our past and with a world that is far from what God’s Words says and that actively tries to get us to bend and bow to its agenda.  But notice another great truth and that is that:

God’s Word is a powerful enough weapon to win any fight! 

We must take on the armor of God, but even with that, the only offensive weapon that you need to be victorious is the sword of the Word of God.  You don’t have to have new weapons to meet new situations, the old trusty sword of God’s Word still applies to even modern situations!  You don’t need psychiatry or AA or mental drugs or therapy or an angel or a lobotomy or a divorce lawyer – you just need to learn and apply the Word of God to your life!  You will find that if you will place it alongside your praise and His presence that the combination will work wonders!  Talking about the Word of God!  

The last two verses of our text involve defeating enemies, killing foes, and binding them up.  We are not to literally attack people with a literal sword, but these verses are applicable in using the Word of God to defeat spiritual things.  The verses teach us that:

God’s people are not be bound but are rather to be the ones doing the binding.

And the Word of God comes to make that transformation in your life.  If you will listen and learn and apply the Word of God, you will find that it will deliver you from the vices and the holds of this world and sin and instead of being bound spiritually, you will be set free and you will be the one binding the devil and his work in your life.  Instead of being on the run, you will chase him!  Instead of you being worried about Satan, Satan will become worried about you.  Instead of the past dictating your present, you will act in the present as to dictate your future!  God said that obeying His Word would cause you to be the head and not the tail – to be the victorious and no longer the victim.  The things that once bound you will now be bound by you.  Past generational curses will not only be defeated but will be broken for forever in your life!  With God’s Word, you will be able to put to death sinful desires and you can defeat anything that would cause you to lose out with God, and you can be victorious against any foe or in any situation that might arise!  The Word of God is still the answer for this world today and still the answer for your life!  It is still the only weapon that we need!  But there is one caveat:

The two-edged sword of God’s Word must be in your hand.

Pastor can wield it skillfully and lay it before you and even now can make it available and accessible to you.  But you must take it up and use it and make it your own.  The high praises of God must be in your throat and the two-edged sword must be in your hand.  Great victory and deliverance is available today but you’ve got to take it upon yourself.  Somebody make up your mind to leave this place differently and to live life differently; go forth with a song and a sword!    

Ps 149:6 Let the high praises of God be in their throats and two-edged swords in their hands, ESV

